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important as far as we are concerned, at a definite
period of time, emerging, as it did, out of real economic
relationships existing at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century. In spite of its appearance of timeless-
ness, the ideal is in reality a normal historical per-
spective, which served the practical purpose of
liberating the early middle classes from the burdens
laid upon them by a privileged and functionless
aristocracy.
Once more, I must remind the reader that I am not
expressly concerned with the intrinsic merits of any of
these various perspectives. The liberal ideal is ex-
cellent. All that I contend is that the idea of liberty has
meant different things at different times, and that the
liberalism of our most recent memory is simply that
variety of it which had its social roots in the economic
circumstances of the middle classes at a certain period
of modern history. The liberal idea of Greece and the
form of liberty that prevailed among the Babylonian
merchants of the second millennium B.C. were again
different kinds of liberalism and had their roots in still
other economic circumstances. Soviet Communism
also contains within it a kernel of liberalism, a form of
freedom that is strictly appropriate to a machine using
civilisation at a certain necessary phase of its develop-
ment. This last form of liberalism was brought into
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